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Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report,  1904. 


Gentlemen, 

I now  beg  to  present  you  with  my  twenty-second  Annual  Report. 

During  the  past  year  your  work  and  responsibilities  have  in  no 
way  diminished. 

Upon  reviewing  the  year’s  work  I found  early  in  January  a case 
of  Smallpox  was  discovered  in  the  Vagrant  Ward  of  the  Workhouse, 
Bonds,  Garstang. 

This  case  required  immediate  and  urgent  attention,  and  was  re- 
moved to  the  Conjoint  Hospital  at  Elswick.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  vaccination  in  this  case,  and  as  a result  a severe  type  of  the  disease 
was  developed. 

This  patient  having  been  in  the  Common  Lodging  House  at  Gar- 
stang, all  the  occupants  were  quarantined  and  re-vaccinated  as  far 
as  possible.  Since  the  patient  was  in  a highly  infectious  state  the  * 
result  was  a most  satisfactory  one  and  there  was  no  further  outbreak. 

The  importance  of  prompt  removal  in  this  case  is  at  once  mani- 
fest, both  in  a public  health  and  financial  point  of  view. 

The  next  matter  of  importance  which  was  dealt  with  by  your 
Council  was  my  Special  Report,  with  Plan,  re  Typhoid  Fever  in 
Stalmine.  The  question  of  water  supply  here  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance, since  the  supply  existing  was  one  of  a dangerous  character. 

There  being  no  general  supply  here,  your  Council  gave  instruc- 
tions for  a new  well  to  he  sunk,  and  unfortunately  with  the  same 
result,  the  new  supply  being  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  result  of  this  unfortunate  expenditure  being  unsatisfactory,  the 
owner  having  complied  with  the  Public  Health  Water  Act,  on  the 
question  of  expenditure,  your  Council  was  rendered  powerless  in  the 
matter. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  passed  by  you  : — “ That  the 
Special  Report  and  Plan  he  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  County  Council,  and  the  Clerk  do  point  out  that  your  Council 
cannot  deal  with  the  question  of  water  supply  in  this  case  on  account 
of  their  not  having  sufficient  power  under  the  existing  law  to  provide, 
or  cause  to  be  provided,  an  efficient  supply  of  wholesome  water.” 

In  May  of  this  year  you  had  under  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  1903,  and  an  important  resolution  was  passed  by  your 
Council,  and  which  will  in  future  have  an  important  bearing  in  the 
interest  taken  in  the  Sanitary  work  of  your  district. 

The  following  was  the  resolution  : — “ That  in  future  a sufficient 
number  of  Annual  Reports  be  printed  for  distribution  to  the  Members 
of  the  Rural  District  Council,  the  Chairmen  of  the  Parish  Councils, 
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and  Rural  Meetings,  and  to  the  Clergy,  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Doctors, 
and  Schoolmasters  in  the  district.” 

I consider  this  a wise  procedure,  since  you  will  develop  an 
interest  in  Public  Health  work  amongst  the  most  intelligent  popula- 
tion in  your  district. 

Another  very  important  matter  which  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  your  Council  has  been  the  Conjoint  Water  Committee,  comprising 
Lancaster  Rural,  Preesall  Urban  and  Garstang  Rural.  A great 
amount  of  trouble  and  time  have  been  expended  by  this  Conjoint 
Committee,  and  I regret  without  good  result,  although  a Special 
Conference  was  held  on  behalf  of  the  Conjoint  Authorities,  together 
with  Mr.  E.  A.  Sandford  Eawcett,  Local  Government  Board  Inspector 
and  the  Fylde  Water  Board. 

I think  I cannot  do  better  than  place  before  you  the  report  of 
the  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Gardner. 

Water*  Supply. 

The  Garstang  Rural  District  Council  and  its  Water  Committee 
had  to  drop  their  joint  action  with  Preesall  Urban  Council  and  the 
Lancaster  Rural  District  Council  for  the  supply  of  water  by  the 
Eylde  Water  Board  in  January,  1904,  owing  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  telling  us  we  had  no  power  as  public  bodies  to  guarantee 
any  water  rate  which  might  have  to  be  levied. 

In  March,  1904,  we  received  a circular  letter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  suggesting  a Conference  of  representative  bodies 
with  the  Eylde  Water  Board,  to  which  their  Commissioner  would 
attend. 

On  the  8th  June,  1904,  the  suggested  Conference  was  held  in 
the  Town  Hall,  Blackpool,  and  resulted  in  terms  being  offered,  which 
the  Joint  Council  could  not  accept. 

At  the  close  of  this  Conference,  the  Representatives  of  the  three 
Councils  decided  that  our  Solicitor  should  wait  on  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  their  adviser  in  London. 

This  however  the  Preesall  Urban  Council  and  the  Lancaster 
Rural  District  Council  declined  to  ratify.  Now  the  Preesall  Urban 
Council  are  reported  in  the  local  papers  to  be  approaching  the  Eylde 
Water  Board  on  their  own  account,  and  submitting  to  pay  6 per 
cent,  on  the  Board’s  outlay  in  perpetuo. 

This  is  what  our  wide  country  area  could  not  afford,  and  against 
which  our  Council  and  the  Lancaster  Rural  District  Council  have 
set  their  faces  believing,  as  advised,  that  the  Eylde  Water  Board 
have  no  powe : to  enforce  such  a contract. 

The  question  of  water  supply  in  our  Rural  Districts — where  no 
good  spring  water  can  be  obtained — seems  as  far  off  as  ever,  for  our 
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Agriculturalists  cannot  stand  a 6 per  cent,  water  rate  in  perpetuo  in 
addition  to  all  other  heavy  rates  now  being  imposed  on  them. 


JAMES  CARDWELL  GARDNER, 


To  Dr.  Thomas  Fisher, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Garstang. 


Ex-Chairman  of  the  G.  R.  D.  C. 
Water  Committee. 

19th  January,  1905. 


I have  nothing  further  to  add  to  my  report  on  this  matter  except 
t 3 attention  to  (page  7,  Annual  Report,  1903)  where  my 
views  are  fully  set  forth  on  this  subject. 

This  question  has  been  taken  in  hand  owing  to  a Special  Report 
issued  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  so  far  as  his  report  bears 
on  your  district,  I am  in  full  agreement  with  him. 

Hambleton  Sewerage. 

This  matter,  which  has  long  been  a source  of  trouble,  was  duly 
reported  to  the  County  Council  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the 
result  being  that  a special  committee  was  appointed  including  the 
County  Medical  Oflicer. 

Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 

Report  of  a Meeting  of  a Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  consider 
the  defective  drainage  of  the  township  of  Hambleton,  held  at  Hamble- 
ton, on  Saturday,  the  29th  day  of  October,  1904. 

Present  : — Messrs.  H.  Jackson,  G.  Breakell,  J.  Jenkinson,  R. 
Poole,  D.  Winder,  and  G.  Woodhouse  ; Dr.  Sergeant,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  also  attended  the  meeting,  he  having  previously 
made  a report  on  the  present  drainage  of  the  township  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Committee  inspected  the  open  ditches  in  which  the  sewage 
at  present  runs,  and  discussed  the  question  of  carrying  out  some 
scheme  of  drainage.  As  the  rateable  value  of  the  township  was  so 
small,  it  was  considered  that  a comprehensive  scheme  of  sewerage 
was  prohibitive,  and  it  was  agreed  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  carry 
out  a small  and  inexpensive  scheme  which  would  abate  the  nuisances 
existing  in  Paul’s  Lane  and  in  the  ditches  now  inspected. 

Resolved — That  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  be  directed  to  prepare 
Plans  and  Estimate  for  a scheme  as  above  suggested,  and  that  a 
small  committee  be  afterwards  formed  to  meet  Mr.  Robert  Lewtas, 
with  a view  to  arranging  terms  for  the  erection  of  a septic  system  of 
sewage  treatment  works  on  his  land. 


Lodging  Houses, 

The  house  known  as  “ Clarke’s  Lodging  " 
year  as  being  quite  unfit  for  the  purpose. 


was  closed  during  the 
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There  now  only  exists  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  your 
district,  and  this  is  of  an  inferior  character. 

A proposition  was  brought  forward  for  your  Council  to  erect  a 
Model  Lodging  House.  Owing  to  the  legal  aspect  of  the  question 

the  matter  could  not  be  carried  out. 

A Model  Lodging  House,  well  situated  in  your  district, 
would  in  my  opinion  prove  a lucrative  investment,  and  at  the  same 
time  a great  convenience  and  sanitary  improvement. 

I fully  endorse  my  Annual  Report,  1903,  on  this  matter. 

lew  I3©uri©il  Offices. 

The  question  of  providing  New  Council  Offices  has  been  under 
your  consideration.  My  opinion  was  requested  on  the  present  accom- 
modation provided.  I called  your  attention  to  the  small  space  pro- 
vided for  the  various  officials  and  also  inefficient  lighting.  Your 
Council  decided  to  take  no  further  steps  in  this  matter  until  nearer 
the  expiration  of  the  lease  of  the  present  occupied  premises. 

on  (Aether®  Wyresdal e). 

A house  to  house  visitation  was  made  by  a specially  appointed 
Committee,  owing  to  an  important  printed  report  made  by  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Nuisances.'  This  village  is  beautifully  situated  with  fine  natural 
surroundings,  but  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  place  is  had, 
and  many  of  the  dwellings  also  are  in  a poor  state  of  repair,  as  well 
as  the  out  offices.  The  Inspector  is  preparing  a sewage,  scheme 
and  I trust  your  Council  will  see  carried  out  such  sanitary  impiove- 
ments  as  will  give  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  the  full  benefit 
of  their  beautiful  natural  surroundings  which  exist  in  this  locality. 

Tuberculosis. 

This  question  I have  kept  constantly  before  your  notice  both  in 
its  human  and  animal  aspect.  For  the  first  time  in  your  district  I 
condemned  a whole  carcase  of  beef,  owing  to  very  extensive  tuber- 
cular disease.  . . 

This  was  a case  of  general  miliary  tuberculosis,  practically  invad- 
ing every  organ  in  the  body,  extending  through  both  the  lespnatoiy 
and  intestinal  tract,  and  especially  affecting  the  pleura  and  perito- 
neum and  the  lymphatic  glands.  _ . 

Relating  to  this  question,  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the 
circular  letter  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  September 
7th  1904. 

’ The  Board  notify  that  they  have  had  under  consideration  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Compensation  Bill,  1904. 

The  Committee  endorse  the  principles  as  laid  down  by  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  in  their  report  oi  1898,  with 
respect  to  the  degree  of  Tubercular  disease  which  should  cause  a car- 
case or  part  thereof  to  be  seized. 
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The  Koval  Commission  stated  as  follows  : — The  entire  carcase 
and  all  the  organs  may  he  seized. 

A.  When  there  is  miliary  tuberculosis  of  both  lungs. 

B.  When  tuberculous  lesions  are  present  on  the  pleura  and 
peritoneum. 

C.  When  tuberculous  lesions  are  present  on  the  muscular 
system,  or  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  embedded  in  or  between  the 
muscles. 

D.  When  tuberculous  lesions  exist  in  any  part  of  an  emaciated 
carcase. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  Resolution  passed  at  a .Meeting  of  the 
Plans  and  Sanitary  Committee,  held  on  June  23rd,  1904,  with  which 
I entirely  agree  : — 

“ That  the  Clerk  do  write  to  the  County  Council  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  desirability  of  their  engaging  Veterinary  Surgeons  to 
inspect  diseased  meat  killed  and  being  prepared,  or  prepared  for 
human  food,  which  has  been  seized  as  unfit  for  human  food  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Inspector  of  any  Local  Authority  in 
the  County  Area,  before  such  carcases  are  condemned  by  an  order  of 
a Justice  of  the  Peace.” 

During  the  past  year  I have  not  received  a single  complaint  as 
to  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  nor  have  any  prosecutions  taken 
place  for  adulteration  of  milk  sent  by  rail  to  adjoining  towns  from 
your  district. 

Very  large  consignments  of  milk  are  now  being  made  to  the 
towns  of  Preston,  Bolton,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Blackpool,  etc., 
and  the  milk  traffic  is  undoubtedly  on  the  increase. 

I have  regularly  in  my  reports  kept  you  in  touch  with  this  im- 
portant industry  as  affecting  your  district,  and  especially  how  the 
farmers’  position  is  affected  thereby,  as  well  as  the  landowner  and 
the  public  in  general. 

Every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  obtain  the  best  milk  produced 
under  the  best  circumstances  for  the  population  in  general  at  lowest 
possible  prices. 

From  personal  and  practical  experience  in  your  district  I fear 
many  agriculturalists  are  selling  milk  of  good  quality  at  prices  which 
are  not  remunerative.  Pure  milk  is  undoubtedly  the  best  combina- 
tion food  we  possess,  and  when  such  is  produced  under  special  in- 
spection and  regulation  a corresponding  remunerative  price  should 
be  forthcoming. 

As  showing  the  interest  taken  by  milk  purchasers,  it  is  now  quite 
an  exception  to  find  any  dealer  making  a contract  without  first  view- 
ing the  cows  and  shippons,  and  also  the  water  supply  ; all  are  essen- 
tial for  good  milk  production. 

Pure  water  is  very  essential  not  only  for  the  cows  to  drink,  but 
also  for  cooling  purposes.  It  is  most  important  for  milk  conveyance 
that  the  temperature  of  the  milk  should  be  reduced  below  60  degrees 
before  it  leaves  the  farm  ; any  temperature  above  this  encourages 
germ  formation,  and  consequently  endangers  the  healthful  qualities 
of  the  milk. 
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Cowsheds  arsd  Dairies  Order*. 

This  question  is  closely  interwoven  in  the  above  question  of  milk 
production.  I have  on  several  occasions  called  your  attention  to  the 
modified  regulations  under  this  Order. 

The  question  is  undoubtedly  one  of  great  importance  in  your 
district,  but  under  the  present  agricultural  depression  a sweeping 
change,  as  entailed  by  the  Order,  would  tell  heavily  on  the  already 
over-taxed  landowner  and  tenant. 

If  the  consumer  is  willing  to  pay  more  for  the  articles  of  the 
shippon — butter,  milk  and  cheese — produced  under  better  circum- 
stances, this  would  meet  the  position ; but  at  present  the  bulk  of  the 
population  are  not  educated  to  realize  the  importance  and  consequent 
increased  value  of  such  important  articles  of  daily  consumption. 
Would  that  all  agriculturalists  and  the  public  realized  the  real  health- 
ful side  of  this  question. 


Educational. 

In  such  a district  as  yours  might  not  the  teaching  of  ordinary 
Hygiene  and  Sanitary  conditions,  as  affecting  general  living,  prove  of 
great  service  in  our  Rural  Schools? 

Could  anything  be  more  beneficial  to  the  general  community 
than  a real  knowledge  of  a few  salient  facts  which  render  our  homes 
and  surroundings  healthy,  thereby  preventing  disease,  bodily  suffer- 
ing, pecuniary  loss,  and  finally  prolonging  life  ? 

Moral  and  Hygienic  Education  are  the  fundamental  principles 
of  a happy  and  prosperous  life.  Would  that  we  could  all  culture 
them. 

Year  by  year  all  civilized  nations  are  more  realizing  the  import- 
ance of  these  two  primary  conditions  of  life,  and  perhaps  nowhere 
more  than  in  this  free  country  of  ours. 

Will  not  in  future  personal  and  domestic  hygiene  become  one  of 
the  important  features  of  our  educational  system  ? 

I venture  to  predict  that  such  will  be  the  case,  and  I hope  by 
some  sound,  simple  and  practical  means,  this  will  be  brought  about. 

Do  not  the  simple  laws  of  health  govern  the  intellectual  capacity 
of  the  child?  No  sensible  individual  can  get  over  this  fact.  You 
must  obey  and  carry  out  the  real  law7s  of  health  or  the  intellectual 
capacity  becomes  weakened  if  not  permanently  injured. 

Whatever  may  be  said  on  this  subject,  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  all  real  good  sound  education  are  the  laws  of  health. 

Cramming  the  child  has,  I fear,  become  the  law  of  the  land, 
apart  from  due  consideration  of  these  real  laws  of  health,  so  essential 
for  the  physical  as  well  as  the  intellectual  development  of  the  child. 

We  have  now  our  Education  Committees,  School  Managers, 
Teachers  and  Board  of  Education.  With  all  this  array  of  intelligence 
some  system  of  educational  devolution  will  no  doubt  take  place  which 
will  adopt  a more  general  physical,  combined  with  mental  training. 

Education  is  the  pre-eminent  feature  of  our  time,  but  to  be  really 
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effectual  and  lasting  you  must  combine  the  physical  with  the  intellec- 
tual. 

\\  hilst  on  this  subject  I might  have  given  you  my  practical 
experience  in  your  district,  together  with  certain  conclusions  I have 
arrived  at,  but  space  will  not  here  allow  ; but  I have  fully  convinced 
myself  that  there  is  a common  form  of  brain  irritation  in  children 
which  I believe  to  be  due  to  over  mental  strain.  I will  leave  this 
subject  and  express  my  great  admiration  for  those  schoolmasters  and 
teachers,  who,  apart  from  any  school  code,  have  taken  a special 
interest  in  games,  physical  culture,  and  out-door  occupations  in  the 
interests  of  their  scholars.  There  are  many  such  worthy  school- 
masters in  your  district. 

What  an  important  position  the  school  teacher  holds  ! his  ex- 
ample, his  influence,  moral,  physical,  and  educational,  is  the  very 
essence  and  life  of  the  future  generations  of  this  our  country. 

Since  our  Rural  schools  are  the  practical  recruiting  grounds  for 
the  large  towns,  the  importance  of  this  subject  is  at  once  apparent, 
mental  culture  is,  I fear,  to  some  extent,  the  cause  of  migration  to 
more  populous  centres,  and  especially  in  such  a district  as  yours, 
which  is  one  of  almost  pure  agricultural  type.  Much  more  then 
should  the  importance  of  this  subject  be  realized  in  our  Rural 
schools. 

This  question  is  undoubtedly  interwoven  with  the  subject  of 
physical  deterioration,  and  an  Inter-Departmental  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  as  Lord  President  of  the  Privy 
Council,  in  September,  1903.  This  Committee  has  now  issued  an 
elaborate  report  which  I hope  will  bear  fruit.  I cannot  go  into  this 
question  here,  it  is  one  of  great  national  importance,  and  apparently 
the  Government  have  realized  this. 

The  early  culture  and  careful  observation  of  the  ordinary  laws 
of  health  during  the  active  growth  and  development  of  the  child  are 
the  fundamental  principles  of  physical  culture. 

If  these  were  carefully  observed  physical  deterioration  would  be 
a thing  of  the  past. 

For  general  physical  culture  a sure  foundation  and  training  must 
be  carried  out  in  the  young,  like  growing  the  straight,  strong,  healthy 
young  tree  or  plant,  you  must  train  it  carefully,  give  it  good  food, 
fresh  air,  &c. 

To  make  the  strong  physical  man  so  you  must  in  early  childhood 
train,  feed  and  develop  the  child. 

Bye-Laws. 

I trust  your  Council  will  finally  settle  your  Bye-Laws,  they  are, 
in  my  opinion,  in  a most  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  great  feature 
of  your  district  is  agriculture,  and  your  Bye-Laws  should  be  framed 
in  a manner  to  meet  the  general  wants  of  your  locality. 

Why  one  of  your  townships  should  be  under  strict  bye-laws,  and 
an  adjacent  one  with  similar  conditions  without,  is  to  my  mind,  to 
say  the  least,  unfair. 
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From  long  experience  in  your  district,  I must  confess  that  I am 
driven  to  the*  conclusion  that  the  most  simple  and  yet  efficient  bye- 
laws are  what  you  require. 

Bye-Laws  which  prevent  expenditure  and  consequent  thrift  in  a 
Rural  District  should  be  condemned  as  useless. 

Every  member  of  experience  on  your  Council  must  see  what  the 
present  condition  of  Rural  finance  is  : rates  with  a great  upward 
tendency,  prices  of  agricultural  produce  diminishing,  and  with  these 
your  population  decreasing. 

The  builder  and  the  landlord  will  not  expend  their  capital  with- 
out a fair  remunerative  return.  The  cottager  cannot  afford  to  pay  a 
high  rental. 

Your  Bye-Laws,  I repeat,  should  tend  to  simple  and  efficient 
construction,  with  a common  object  in  view  to  meet  the  builder,  the 
landlord,  and  occupier. 

The  investor  of  to-day  will  not  spend  his  money  unless  he  can 
see  an  adequate  return. 

On  this  question  I must  confess  1 am  in  sympathy  with  the 
recent  action  of  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  against  the  Chailey  Rural 
District  Council.  I feel  sure  Sir  William  Grnntham’s  action  will 
result  in  more  elasticity  of  the  present  law  on  this  subject. 

Year  by  year  the  question  of  Rural  cottages  in  your  district,  as 
well  as  many  others,  is  becoming  more  important  ; and  local,  sound, 
common  sense  and  judgment  want  bringing  to  bear  on  this  subject, 
not  too  much  actual  law,  which  may  not  be  real  justice  and  honesty 
to  the  district  which  it  concerns. 

It  would  seem  by  Section  278,  Public  Health  Act,  ’75,  power 
was  given  to  Rural  District  Councils  to  apply  bye-laws  suitable  for 
Urban  Districts  to  Rural  Districts.  Again,  where  such  powers  are 
acquired  by  a Rural  District  Council  there  is  practically  no  appeal  if 
such  districts  wish  to  enforce  same. 

For  a Rural  District  to  acquire  powers  of  an  Urban  one  and 
exercise  them  with  no  power  of  appeal,  is  to  my  mind  very  absurd 
and  ought  not  to  exist. 

I understand  that  you  have  now  fresh  bye-laws  under  your  con- 
sideration. I should  certainly  advise  a complete  fresh  start,  and 
mould  them  to  your  locality  and  your  own  special  requirements. 

I believe  also  the  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  a new 
code  of  Rural  Bye-Laws,  and  if  these  are  not  already  in  your  posses- 
sion I strongly  advise  you  to  procure  a copy  of  the  same,  as  they 
may  aid  you  in  your  deliberations. 

These  new  Rural  Bye-Laws  may  be  such  that  you  can  well 
adopt  in  their  entirety  in  your  district. 

The  question  of  real  useful  and  simple  Bye-Laws  has  a most 
important  bee  ring  on  the  population  of  your  district,  now  showing, 
I fear,  year  by  year,  a decreasing  tendency.  I called  your  especial 
attention  to  this  question  in  my  report  of  1901,  the  last  census. 

My  advice  to  you  is  : let  your  future  Bye-Laws  be  uniform, 
simple,  and  efficient,  treating  the  whole  of  your  district  alike,  and 
place  no  reasonable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  maintaining,  consolidat- 
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ing,  and  if  possible,  increasing  your  population. 

1 am  strongly  of  opinion  that  every  encouragement  should  he 
given  to  Rural  building  and  development,  and  no  reasonable  obstacle 
should  he  placed  in  the  way  of  progress,  compatahle  with  the  simp- 
lest efficiency.  I feel  that  every  member  of  your  Council  will  realize 
the  importance  of  this  subject  to  which  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  call 
your  attention,  and  which  I feel  has  a most  important  bearing  on 
the  present  and  future  condition  of  your  district.  Simple  efficiency, 
with  economy,  should  be  your  watchword  in  framing  your  new  Bye- 
Laws.  I leave  this  matter  to  your  wise  discretion  and  judgment. 

The  question  of  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  cases  and 
Steam  Disinfection  have  not  taken  any  practical  shape. 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  visit  the  township  of  Great 
Eccleston  has  made  no  progress. 

I will  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  general  statistics  of  your 
district,  with  comments  thereon,  and  also  to  the  Inspector’s  Report. 

NOTIFIED  CASES. 


Diphtheria  

4 

Enteric 

5 

Erysipelas  

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

18 

Smallpox  

1 

31 

1903,  60  cases.  29  less,  very  satisfactory. 
INFECTIOUS  DEATHS. 


Membranous  Croup  1 

Diphtheria  2 

Scarlet  Fever  1 


4 


Deaths. 

Garstang  Registration  District 
Stalmine  ,,  ,, 

St.  Michael’s 


Males. 


Females. 


J ) 


J ) 


36 

39 

75 

8 

16 

24 

19 

21 

40 

Total... 

....139 

Males,  63.  Females,  76. 

During  the  year  1904  the  deaths  were  144  ; decrease  of  5 this  year. 
Births  Registered.  Males.  Females. 

Garstang 53  49  102 

Stalmine 24  30  54 

St.  Michael’s  41  23  64 


Males,  118.  Females,  102.  220 

The  Death  Rate  is  13.31.  The  Birth  Rate  is  21.08. 

The  births  in  1903  were  268,  a decrease  of  48  births  in  such  a 
small  district  as  yours  in  one  year  is  somewhat  serious,  and  I fear, 
one  of  those  circumstances  which  shows  evidence  of  lack  of  Rural 
thrift  and  progress. 
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REGISTRATION  DISTRICTS 


Population  of  Garstang 
,,  „ Stalmine 

„ ,,  St.  Michael’s... 


• • • •••  • * * 


•••  • • • • • • 


• • • •••  • • • 


5311 

2265 

2860 


Population,  10,436. 

Death  Rate 

per  1,(>00.. 

....13.31 

The  Death  Rate 

is  a very  satisfactory  one. 

Townships  (22). 

‘Population. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1 

Barnacre-with-Bonds  

1,117 

19 

17 

Bleasdale  ...  •••  •••  •••  •• 

. 403 

Nil 

C^bus  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • • 

..  171 

Nil 

Catterall  

. 317 

5 

15.77 

Claughton 

. 561 

8 

14.26 

Cleveley  

62 

Nil 

Forton  

. 539 

13 

24.11 

Garstang  

. 808 

6 

7.42 

Holleth  

25 

JN  il 

Kirkland  

. 273 

8 

29.30 

Nateby  

. 297 

5 

16.83 

Nether  Wyresdale  

. 454 

5 

11.01 

Winmarleigh  

. 284 

5 

17.60 

Total  in  Garstang  District  ... 

5,311 

74 

Bilsborrow 

. 181 

Nil 

Great  Eccleston  

. 583 

8 

13.72 

Inskip-with-Sowerby  

. 450 

8 

17.77 

Myerscough  

. 422 

2 

4.73 

Out  Rawcliffe  

. 705 

16 

22.69 

Upper  Rawcliffe-with-Tarnacre 

518 

6 

11.58 

Total  in  St.  Michael’s  District . 

..2.860 

40 

Hambleton  

. 321 

4 

12.46 

Pilling  

. 1407 

17 

12.08 

Stalmine-with-Staynall  

. 537 

4 

7.44 

Total  in  Stalmine  District 

2,265 

25 

Union  Workhouse  6,  included  in  above,  but  all  belonging  to  Garstang 

Union. 
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W ith  regard  to  the  Infectious  outbreaks  fourteen  of  your  town- 
ships had  some  form  of  infectious  disease  in  them,  eight  escaping 
entirely. 

Scarlet  Fever — chiefly  attacked  Great  Eccleston  and  Forton. 

The  Great  Eccleston  outbreak  was  important,  inasmuch  as  the 
children  of  the  school  cleaner  were  attacked.  Prompt  measures 
were  at  once  taken  and  there  was  no  further  infection  from  this 
source  ; the  school  was  closed. 

Forton. — The  cases  were  chiefly  in  one  dwelling. 

Typhoid. — These  cases  occurred  in  Great  Eccleston,  Out  Raw- 
cliffe,  Inskip,  and  Pilling.  Drainage  defects  and  contaminated  water 
existed  at  all  the  infected  dwellings,  and  in  one  of  the  dwellings  a 
fatal  case  occurred  some  years  ago. 

Diphtheria. — Four  outbreaks.  They  were  all  associated  with 
sanitary  defects  except  one,  and  occurred  in  Barnacre,  Winmarleigh, 
Forton  and  Kirkland.  One  was  a clear  case  of  infection,  the  mother 
visiting  her  married  daughter  unfortunately  contracted  the  disease, 
she  and  her  daughter  both  dying.  I might  here  note  that  although 
infection  appeared  in  fourteen  of  your  townships,  in  none  did  any 
disease  assume  an  epidemic  form.  The  precautions  taken  proved 
effectual,  and  the  infection  was  generally  localized. 

There  are  five  townships  with  no  deaths:  Cabus,  Bleasdale, 
Holleth,  Bilsborrow  and  Cleveley. 

Forton  has  an  increased  death  rate,  24.11  (last  year  1.85). 

There  are  ten  deaths  from  Cancer  and  four  deaths  from  Phthisis. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  have  occurred  at  Claughton  (two 
deaths),  Garstang  (two  deaths),  Bonds,  Winmarleigh,  Catterall,  Out 
Rawcliffe,  Inskip,  Kirkland. 

This  disease  continues  a prominent  one  in  your  district,  and  to 
which  last  year  I called  your  especial  attention. 

The  deaths  from  Phthisis  and  Tubercular  diseases  have  occurred 
at  Kirkland,  Upper  Rawcliffe,  Catterall,  Nether  Wyresdale  and  Stal- 
mine. 

The  highest  death  rates  have  occurred  in  Forton,  Kirkland  and 
Out  Rawcliffe.  There  is  nothing  special  to  call  to  your  attention, 
as  a cause  of  these  high  death  rates.  They  are  chiefly  in  the  young 
and  aged. 

I now  add  Inspector’s  Report. 


To  the  Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  handing  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Work  in  your  district  for  the  vear  ended  the  31st  December, 
1904. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-one  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
in  eighteen  dwellings  were  reported  during  the  year.  All  the  cases 
were  visited  on  the  day  of  their  being  reported  and  periodically  after- 
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wards.  Printed  instructions  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  dis- 
ease and  disinfectants  (free  of  charge)  were  supplied  in  every  case. 
The  patients  were  as  far  as  possible  isolated.  The  precautionary 
measures  taken  were,  I think,  successful  in  checking  the  spread  of 
the  disease  (one  school  was  closed  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever,  viz.  : 
Copp,  Great  Eccleston).  After  the  patients  were  considered  free 
from  infection  I disinfected  all  the  houses  and  the  school  with  For- 
maldehyde (sprayed  and  fumigated). 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  is  now  only  one  Registered 
Common  Lodging  House  in  your  district,  this  is  regularly  inspected, 
one  Registered  Common  Lodging  House  having  been  disinhabited 
during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  ten  Registered  Slaughter-houses  in 
the  five  townships  to  which  the  Bye-Laws  apply  are  regularly  in- 
spected, and  were  found  in  a cleanly  condition.  When  inspecting 
the  above  I have  examined  the  meat  found  in  them,  and  in  all  cases, 
in  my  opinion,  such  meat  was  fit  for  human  consumption,  except  in 
the  case  of  one,  where  I seized  and  destroyed  the  whole  carcase  of  a 
heifer,  which  was  unfit  for  food  owing  to  Tuberculosis. 

Food  and  Drugs. — No  samples  of  Food  or  Drugs  were  taken 
by  me  in  your  district  during  the  year  for  analysis. 

Canal  Boats. — Fifty-three  inspections  of  Canal  Boats  were 
made  during  the  year.  There  was  one  infringement  of  the  Acts  and 
Regulations. 

Scavenging. — The  Scavenging  of  Garstang,  which  is  carried 
out  by  contract,  is  satisfactory. 

The  Scavenging  of  Calder  Yale,  in  the  township  of  Barnacre- 
with-Bonds,  which  is  carried  out  by  your  workmen,  is  also  satisfac- 
tory. 

I again  wish  to  impress  upon  you  the  advisability  of  your  under- 
taking the  scavenging  of  the  most  congested  places  in  your  district, 
other  than  the  above. 

Sewering. — A new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Croston  Weind  and 
Lancaster  Lane,  Garstang,  which  has  abated  a considerable  number 
of  nuisances. 

A new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Catterall,  near  to  Churchtown 
Bridge,  taking  the  place  of  a defective  common  tile  drain. 

A new  sewer  has  also  been  laid  from  the  North  Bowgreave  Sew- 
age Works,  in  the  township  of  Barnacre-with-Bonds,  which  has  done 
away  with  an  open  filthy  ditch. 

All  the  above  were  carried  out  under  my  supervision. 

I am  preparing  plans,  &c.,  for  a new  sewer  in  Hambleton. 

I am  also  preparing  plans,  &c.,  for  the  laying  of  a new  sewer  in 
Scorton  Village,  in  the  township  of  Nether  Wyresdale. 

The  proposed  sewer  in  Bonds  Lane,  in  the  township  of  Barnacre- 
with-Bonds,  has  not  been  carried  out. 

Sewage  Treatment  Works. — The  sewage  works  on  the  south 
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side  of  Bowgreave,  in  the  township  of  Barnacre-with-Bonds,  now 
give  satisfaction,  proof  o:‘  whicli  was  given  by  the  certificate  of  ana- 
lysis of  the  six  samples  of  effluents  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

The  works  on  the  north  side  of  Bowgreave,  in  the  above  town- 
ship, do  not  work  as  satisfactory  as  might  be  wished  for. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — Sixty-six  workshops  have  been 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year,  and  all  of  them  were  found  in  a 
satisfactory  state,  with  t: le  exception  of  eleven,  ten  of  which  required 
liniewashing  and  one  required  structural  alteration  ; the  whole  of 
these  were  remedied. 

Bakehouses. — Eleven  Bakehouses  (which  are  all  aboveground) 
have  been  periodically  inspected  during  the  year;  the  general  con- 
ditions, with  one  exception,  were  found  to  be  good,  the  one  referred 
to  was  not  efficientlv  ventilated,  this  defect  was  remedied. 

Legal  Proceedings. — No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

New  Buildings. — A considerable  less  number  of  plans  were 
submitted  to  you  for  approval  during  the  year  than  last  year.  The 
building  trade  has  been  quiet  during  the  year  throughout  your  dis- 


trict. 

Particulars  of  Inspections,  &c. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2248 

Number  of  Complaints  received. ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  357 

Number  of  Notices  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Dirty  Houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Houses  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
including  5 from  last  year  ; one  has  been  disinhabited, 
but  is  now  being  converted  into  two  cottages,  and  5 are 
being  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Removal  of  Manure  improperly  deposited  ...  ...  ...  4 

Old  Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Wells  sunk  ... 

Number  of  Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases  ...  18 

Number  of  Schools  disinfected  after  being  closed  on  account 

of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plans. 

Plans  received  for  approval  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Plans  approved  •...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Plans  not  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Representing  : — 

New  Houses  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  Additions  to  Houses  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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New  Farm  and  other  Buildings  approved  ...  ...  ...  11 

N ew  Churches  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Recreation  Boom  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Houses  not  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

New  Additions  to  Houses  not  approved  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Farm  and  other  Buildings  not  approved  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Houses  completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  on  the  31st  December,  1904  ...  7 

New  Church  in  course  of  erection  ,,  ,,  ...  1 

Temporary  Houses  erected  for  the  workmen  employed  in  the 

construction  of  a Reservoir  for  the  Fylde  Water  Board...  5 
Wood  Buildings  erected  under  a bond  given  by  the  owners  to 

the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  COOK, 

Town  Hall,  Garstang,  Sanitary  Surveyor  and 

7th  February,  1905.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  report  is  one  very  satisfactory,  and  I may  say  the  Inspec- 
tor’s work  is  now  much  more  appreciated  by  the  general  public. 

Times  are  changing  in  this  respect,  and  instead  of  the  Inspector 
being  looked  upon  as  an  intruder  in  any  house  he  may  visit,  he  is 
welcomed,  and  his  advice  and  counsel  sought. 

I fully  endorse  the  report. 

Appended  are  the  various  Tables  as  required  by  the  County 
Council,  Local  Government  Board  and  Home  Office. 

This  concludes  my  report,  and  I now  beg  to  thank  you  for  your 
continued  support  and  interest  taken  in  Sanitary  matters.  Any  work 
which  tends  to  prolong  life,  mitigate  suffering,  and  prevent  disease, 
is  a high  and  noble  aim.  May  your  labours  have  their  due  reward. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


February,  1905. 


THOMAS  FISHER. 


Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 


Smallpox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup, 
Erysipelas,  and  the  following  Fevers  : — 
Scarlet  (also  called  Scarlatinal,  Typhus,  Typhoid  or 
Enteric,  Continued,  Relapsing,  and  Peurperal. 


Caution  to  Householders 


Against  the  Commission  of  Acts  by  which  Infectious 

Disease  may  he  spread. 

ISSUED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN 


l hut  the  Public  Health  .-let,  7875  and  the  Infectious  Disease  (Pre- 
ccntion)  Art  1890  render  liable  to  penalties  persons  who  map  commit 
anp  offenci  which  map  tend  to  cause  the  spread  of  infectious  disease 
( including  the  above-mentioned  diseases)  and  proceedings  will  be 
taken  in  all  cases  where  an  offence  has  been  committed . 

The  Public  Health  Act  1875  provides  that  : — 

1.  — Any  person  who  — 

{a)  while  suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder  wil- 
fully exposes  himself  without  proper  precautions  against,  spread  • 
ing  the  said  disorder,  in  any  street,  public  place,  shop,  inn,  or 
public  conveyance,  or  enters  any  public  conveyance  without 
previously  notifying  to  the  owner,  conductor,  or  driver  thereof 
that  he  is  so  suffering  ; or 

b)  Being  in  charge  of  any  person  so  suffering,  so  exposes 
such  sufferer  ; or 


( c ) Gives,  lends,  sells,  transmits,  or  EXPOSES,  without  pre- 
vious disinfection,  any  bedding,  CLOTHING,  rags,  or  other 
things  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  EXPOSED  TO  INFEC- 
TION from  any  such  disorder 

Shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  £ 5 ; and  a person 
who,  while  suffering  from  any  such  disorder,  enters  any  public 
conveyance  without  previously  notifying  to  the  owner  or  driver 
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that  lie  is  so  suffering,  shall  in  addition  be  ordered  by  the  Court 
to  pay  such  owner  and  driver  the  amount  of  any  loss  and  ex- 
pense they  may  incur  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  < f 
this  Act  with  respect  to  disinfection  of  the  conveyance. 

2.  — Any  person  who  knowingly  lets  for  hire  any  house,  room,  or  part 
of  a house  in  which  any  person  has  been  suffering  from  any  dangerous 
infectious  disorder,  without  having  such  house,  ro  mi,  or  part  of  a house, 
and  al  1 articles  therein  liable  to  retain  infection,  disinfected  to  the 
satisfaction  of  a legally  qualifie  1 medical  practitioner,  as  testified  by  a 
certificate  signed  by  him,  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  £2T 

3.  — Any  person  letting  for  hire  or  showing  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
for  hire  any  house  or  part  of  a house  who,  on  being  questioned  by  any 
person  negotiating  for  the  hire  of  such  house  or  part  of  a house  as  t > 
the  fact  of  there  being  or  within  six  weeks  previously  having  been 
therein  any  person  suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder, 
knowingly  makes  a false  answer  to  such  question,  shall  be  liable  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  £20,  or  to  imprison- 
ment with  or  without  hard  labour  for  a period  not  exceeding  one  month. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  provides: 

4.  — No  person  without  the  sanction  in  writing  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  or  of  a registered  medical  practitioner,  shall  retain  unburie  1 
elsewhere  than  in  a public  mortuary  or  in  a room  not  used  at  the  time 
as  a dwelling  place,  sleeping  place  or  workroom,  for  more  than  forty- 
eight  hours,  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  of  any  infectious 
disease. 

5.  — Any  person  who  shall  knowingly  cast,  or  cause,  or  permit  to  be 
cast,  into  any  ashpit  or  similar  receptacle,  any  infectious  rubbish  with- 
out previous  disinfection  is  liable  to  a penalty. 


SUGGESTIONS 


For  preventing  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease. 


In  order  to  prevent  disease  and  suffering,  the  Health  Committee 
appeals  to  the  parents  and  attendants  of  patients  suffering  from  Infec- 
tious Disease  to  observe  the  following  instructions  ; 

1,— Isolate  the  Sick— 

The  patient  should  be  at  once  separated  from  the  other  inmates 
of  the  house,  and,  if  possible,  placed  in  a top  room  and  have  that 
floor  devoted  to  himself  and  his  attendant. 

All  bed  curtains  and  other  hangings,  carpets,  rugs,  and  all 
articles  of  dress  and  the  like  in  wardrobes  and  cupboards  and  all 
unnecessary  articles  of  furniture  should  be  removed. 


1H 


2.— Ventilate  Sickroom  and  House 


The  room  should  he  kept  well  ventilated,  windows  should  he 
kept  partly  open  (the  patient  being  protected  from  draughts  by  a 
screen  when  necessary),  communication  with  the  chimney  should 
he  kept  free  and,  weather  permitting,  a fire  should  be  kept  burn- 
ing. The  fioor  should  be  sprinkled  with  disinfecting  fluid  and 
cleansed  daily. 

3. — Place  Antiseptic  Sheet  outside  Sickroom 

door— 

The  door  should  be  kept  closed  and  a sheet  kept  wet  with  Izal, 
Sanitas,  or  other  disinfectants,  should  he  hung  outside  so  as  to 
cover  every  crevice. 

4.  — Disinfect  all  Discharges  from  Patient — 


5, 


Everything  that  passes  from  the  patient  ('sputum,  vomit,  urine, 
faeces)  should  be  received  in  vessels  containing  a disinfectant,  and 
an  additional  quantity  of  the  disinfectant  should  he  added  to  the 
vessel  bkfork  removing  it  from  the  room.  All  food  and  drink 
n t used  should  be  mixed  with  disinfectant  and  should  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  partaken  of  by  other  persons. 

In  TYPHOID  FEVER  the  pail  supplied  MUST  be  used  for 
the  reception  of  all  slops,  &c.,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

-Do  not  use  Handkerchiefs  — 


In  Diphtheria  and  Phthisis,  pieces  of  lag  should  be  used  for 
sputum  and  discharges  from  the  nose  and  mouth  and  should  be 
immediately  burnt. 

6.— Disinfect  all  Utensils  — 


All  cups,  glasses,  spoons  or  such  like  articles  used  in  the  sick 
room  should  be  placed  in  disinfectant  solution  before  being  re- 
moved therefrom  and  they  should  be  subsequently  washed  in  hot 
water. 


7-  — Disinfect  Patient’s  Linen  — 

All  bed  and  body  linen  after  use  should  be  at  once,  before  beiim 
removed  from  the  room,  put  into  the  disinfectants  lution  and  after 
remaining  in  this  for  at  least  an  hour  may  be  washed.  At  the 
termination  of  the  illness  the  premises  will  be  thoroughly  disin- 
fected under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Staff. 

8.  -Keep  Surroundings  Clean  — 

The  patient’s  body  and  bed  should  be  kept  scrupulously  clean, 
and  when  during  the  progre.-s  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Small  Pox, 
scales  or  crusts  form  on  the  skin,  their  diffusion  shou  d be  pre- 
vented by  smearing  the  body  from  head  to  foot  with  oil  (Carbolic, 
Sanita-,  or  Eucalyptus).  The  house  should  be  well  ventilated  and 
kept  very  clean  ; all  sinks,  water  closets,  traps  and  gullies  should 
be  in  good  order  and  have  lzal  or  other  disinfectant  poured  into 
them  daily. 
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9. —  Nursing  Arrangements— 

Nurses  or  others  in  attendance  should  wear  overalls  or  dresses  of 
washable  material  ; they  should  keep  their  hands  clean,  adding 
Izal,  Sanitas,  or  Condy’s  Fluid  to  the  water  in  which  they  wash. 
They  should  remain  with  the  patient,  but,  if  compelled  to  leave 
the  room,  they  should  leave  the  overall  or  apron  behind.  They 
should  not  mix  with  the  other  members  of  the  household. 

10. — Visitors  should  not  be  received* 

11 . — Vaccination  — 

in  cases  of  Small  Pox  all  the  members  of  the  household  should 
be  vaccinated. 

12— Observe  Precautions  during  Convalescence 

The  patient  must  not  be  allowed  to  mix  with  the  other  members 
of  the  household  until — in  Scarlet  Fever— all  “peeling”  of  skin 
and  all  discharges  from  the  ears  and  nose  have  ceased  ; in  Diph- 
theria— all  discharges  have  ceased;  in  Small  Pox — all  scabs  have 
fallen  off.  The  patient  must  be  thoroughly  cleansed  by  the  use  of 
a warm  bath  containing  Izal  or  other  disinfectant  and  his  removal 
from  the  room  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  medical  practitioner. 
Clothes  used  during  the  illness  or  in  any  way  exposed  to  infection 
must  not  be  worn  again  or.  put  away  in  drawers  or  wardrobes  until 
they  have  been  properly  disinfected. 

13, — Final  Disinfection— 

When  the  sickness  has  terminated,  the  room  and  its  contents 
should  be  disinfected.  This  work  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Sani- 
tary Staff. 

t|ir  Householders  are  hereby  notified  that  when  SCARLET 
FEVER  patients  are  treated  at  home,  disinfection  of  bedding, 
premises,  &c.,  cannot  be  carried  out  till  the  expiration  of  at  least 
SIX  WEEKS  from  the  commencement  of  the  last  case  of  such 
illness  in  the  house. 

14B— Special  Precautions  in  case  of  Death — 

Should  death  occur,  the  body  must,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  placed 
in  a coffin  which  should  be,  at  once,  screwed  down  ; the  funeral 
must  take  place  within  forty-eight  hours  of  death.  Mourners 
should  not  meet  in  the  room  in  which  death  took  place. 

X a and  other  disinfectants  can  be  obtained  free  of  cost  on  applica- 
tion a;,  the  Town  Hall,  and  the  disinfection  of  rooms  will  be  carried 
out  free  of  cost.  Rooms  whica  have  been  occupied  by  a person  who 
has  died  of  Phthisis  (Consumption)  should  be  disinfected. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

THOMAS  FISHER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Gars  tang,  1 o.  Stalmine,  4.  Sr,  Michael’s,  12,  1 removed  to  Elswick  Smallpox  Conjoint  Hospital, 
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Table  4.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1904. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

CO 

CL) 

'00 

Cu 

i — l 
<1 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 



25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

5 

Diphtheria  & Membranous 

Croup  

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

2 

2 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulm.  Tuberculosis) 

4 

4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

5 

5 

Bronchitis 

13 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Pneumonia  

9 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Pleurisy  

3 

, 

3 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

organs 

1 

1 

Premature  birth  

2 

2 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

10 

5 

5 

Accidents 

o 

O 

1 

2 

Suicides  

1 

1 

All  other  causes  

66 

13 

2 

2 

17 

31 

All  causes 

139 

26 

7 

5 

3 

48 

50 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  & Homework. 

i.  INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Factoriks  (Including  Factory  Laundries) 

8 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

66 

Workplaces 

Nil 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

Nil 

Total  . . 

74 

2.  DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

10 

10 

Want  of  Ventilation  

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  

Nil 

Other  nuisances  

Nil 

Total 

11 

11 

3.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories: — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (S.  133)  ." 

Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by) 

H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable  under  Notified  by  H.M. 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  Inspector 

under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5)  j 

Factories  8 

Workshops 66 

Bakehouses 11 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  register 

1 

85 

TABLE  C. 

COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 

Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s 

for  1904. 

Report 

RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GARSTANG. 

Area  in  Statute  Acres. . . .57151.  Population  / Census)  1901  . . . 

10436 

Population  (Estimated)  1904 

10436 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. . . .THOMAS  FISHER. 

Salary  £70 

Buths  I Male  118)Total220  1 Deaths  J Male  63JTotall39 

registered  (Female  102)  | registered  ( Female  76 ) 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered — Cannot  say. 
Illegitimate  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age — Cannot  say. 
Birth  Rate,  21.08  Death  Rate.  13.31 


Rate  of  Infant  Deaths,  under  one  year,  to  1,000  Births.  .59.09 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  per  1,000  of 

population,  .38. 

Diseases  prevalent  ? Bronchitis,  Cancer,  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

Period  ? Generally  throughout  the  year. 

What  Action  taken?  Disinfection  and  Isolation.  Any  Schools  Closed?  Yes,  two 

If  so,  for  what  Disease?  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  ? Nil,  except 
Smallpox  (Conjoint). 

Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise?  Joint  for  Smallpox  only. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  the  District  ? Nil,  except  Smallpox,  conjoint. 

Number  of  cases  treated?  Smallpox  1.  Total  1.  Deaths  in  Hospital  ? Nil. 

From  what  causes?  Nil. 

(Houses  Fumigated  by  Formalin. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ? - Apparatus  used  ? McKenzie  Spray. 

(Clothing,  Bedding,  &c. . . .Formalin  Spray. 
Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  ? 31. 

Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  (for  instance, 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Chickenpox,  &c.)  ? 

If  so,  what  are  they?  No. 

Has  any  arrangement  been  made  for  the  “ voluntary”  notification  of 

Phthisis?  Yes. 


Has  any  action  been  taken  under) 

“ The  Housing  of  the  Working  \ Yes. 

Classes  Acts  ” ? ) 

How  many  houses  condemned  as)  Six',  including  5 from  last  year.  One  has  been 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  1 uisinhabited,  but  is  now  being  converted  into 
how  many  closed  or  demolished ) two  cottages,  and  5 are  being  repaired. 

From  where  is  the  Water  Supply)  Mostly  from  Fylde  Water  Board,  condition 
obtained,  and  what  is  its  con-  [ good, 
dition?  Is  it  subject  to  your  [ Yes. 

Inspection  ? ) 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satis- 
factorily ? Yes,  where  adopted. 

By  Sanitary  Authority  or  Con- 
tract?   By  Contract  and  Council’s  Workmen. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ?. . Carted  away  on  to  the  land.  We  have  no 

Destructor. 


What  is  the  character  of  Drain- 
age and  the  form  of  Sewage 
Disposal?  Very  variable. 


Canal  Boats  (Number  Inspected, 
&c.)  

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bake- 
houses ? 


53.  Regularly  inspected. 

Eleven  Bakehouses  have  been  periodically  in- 
spected, the  general  conditions,  with  one 
exception,  were  found  to  be  good. 


Slaughter  Houses  ? 


Ten,  inspected  regularly,  and  found  to  be  clean 


Lodging  Houses  ? 

Are  they  registered  ? 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  & Milkshops — 
Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? 
What  is  their  condition?- 
Are  they  subject  to  Regulations' 
made  under  the  Order  of  the  ■ 
Local  Government  Board?  . . ; 
What  amount  of  air  space  in 
cubic  feet  is  required  for  each 

cow  ? 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consump- 1 
tion.  Amount  seized  ? I 


There  is  only  one  Registered  Lodging  House' 


Yes. 

Very  variable. 

Few,  if  any,  comply  with  the  Rules  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 


No  regulation  as  to  cubic  space. 

Carcase  of  an  heifer  seized  owing  to  Tubercu- 
losis. 


Any  Special  Report  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  ? 

Department  of  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  


Yes.  Re  Typhoid,  Stalmine. 


Inspections  made  2248 

No.  of  Notices  served 138 

No.  of  Nuisances  remedied  357 


No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  & result  . .Nil 


(No.  of  Observations Nil 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  & result.  .Nil 
What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the 

emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour Nil 


Has  the  Authority  adopted — 

(a)  “ The  Infectious  Disease 
(Prevention)  Act,  1890”  ?. . . . Yes. 

(b)  “ The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890”?.. 


Yes. 


